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Education/Training/Experience  
 

Institute and Location Degree 
(if applicable) 

Year Field of Study 

Phillipps Universität Marburg, 

Germany 

Vor-Diplom 1992-1994 zoology, botany, physics 

and chemistry 

Christian-Albrechts-Universität 

Kiel, Germany 
Diplom 

(Laurea) 

1994-1998 biological oceanography, 

zoology, and physical 

oceanography 

University of Aberdeen, 

Scotland 
Ph.D. 1999-2003 Zoology; thesis: 

Thermoregulation, 

Metabolism and Buoyancy 

Regulation in Sea Turtles 

University of Aberdeen, 

Scotland 

Part-time 

research 

assistant 

2000-2001 Physiology of Loggerhead 

turtles; metabolism of mice 

in obesity study 

University of Capetown, South 

Africa 

Research 

Assistant 

2000 (1 

month) 

Pilot study on the use of 

GPS data loggers on Cape 

gannets; thermoregulation 

of Cape gannets 

University of Queensland, 

Heron Island Research Station, 

Australia 

Research 

Assistant 

2001 (1 

month) 

field metabolic rates of 

green turtles using the 

Doubly Labelled Water 

technique 

School of Biological Sciences, 

University of Wales Swansea, 

U.K. 

Research 

Officer (2 

months) and 

Honorary 

Research 

Associate  

(post-doc) 

2004-2005 Allometric scaling of 

buoyancy control and diving 

performance in loggerhead 

turtles 
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Stazione Zoologica Anton 

Dohrn, Napoli, Italy 

Technologo 

 

2001 - 

present 

Sea turtle biology and 

conservation; Husbandry 

and welfare of marine 

animals 

 

Appointments and awards 
 

2015 – present: Head of Aquarium Unit 

2015 – present: Coordinator of SZN Outreach Committee 

2015 – present: Member of IUCN – Species Survival Commission - Marine Turtle 

Specialist Group 

2014 – present: Member of SZN  - Animal Welfare Committee (Organo Benessere 

Animale) 

2013 – present: Scientific coordinator for marine turtle rescue, rehabilitation and research 

2012 – present: Assistant Editor for Chelonian Conservation & Biology 

2008 – 2012: Member of Editorial Board of the journal Chelonian Conservation & 

Biology 

 

Other 

2012 – present: Member of Societas Herpetologica Italica (S.H.I.) 

2011: Coordinator of the Scientific Programme for the 4th Mediterranean Conference on 

Marine Turtles,  Napoli 7-10 November 2011 

2008 – present: Member of Program Committee of 28th, 29th, 31st and 35th International 

Sea Turtle Symposium 

1999 – 2011: Member of Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour (ASAB), UK 

2000 Member of European Doctoral College, Strasbourg, France 

 

Students’ Supervision 

PhD supervisor of one Ph.D. student and Tutor of 5 degree theses and 1 European Master 

thesis  

 

Publications 
Author of 29 publications in peer-reviewed scientific journals (of which n= 27 ISI); 2 

book chapters; 2 technical reports 
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Book chapters:  
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