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Current Positions: 
1. Associate Professor, Departamento de Ecología, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile, Facultad de 
Ciencias Biológicas 
2. Associate Investigator, Instituto Milenio de Oceanografía de Chile, Concepción, Chile 
3. Research Fellow, Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn, Napoli, Italy 

Education:   
B.Sc.: Cell and Molecular Biology, University of Washington, Seattle, USA, (1997).  
Ph.D.: Oceanography, University of California San Diego, San Diego, USA (2003) 

 

Personal statement: 
I aim to understand how the physiology and life cycles of marine phytoplankton affects their ecological and oceanographic distributions, and 
what evolutionary potential in a changing ocean. For that, I do extensive culture-based work, isolating collections of strains from target species or 
genera that inhabit contrasting environments or environmental gradients, for example coastal upwelling versus offshore habitats, to be able to 
compare their phenotypes, genotypes/genomes, and physiologies in the lab. I use methodologies such as advanced flow cytometry for targeted 
cell sorting, electron microscopy, molecular phylogeny, and sometimes genomics and transcriptomics. Much of my research has targeted the 
cosmopolitan coccolithophore Emiliania huxleyi and its close relatives that have less widespread distributions. I have also led and collaborated in 
studies of dinoflagellates, diatoms, cyanobacteria, macroalgae, and even synthetic biology. 

Positions and honors 
Dates Position/honor Employer/host institution 
2016-present 
2010-2016 

Associate Professor 
Assistant Professor 

Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile 
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile 

2008-2010 Marie Curie Postdoctoral 
Fellow 

CNRS, France 

2007-2008 Postdoctoral Fellow CNRS, France 
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2007 Postdoctoral Research 
Associate 

University of Washington 

2006 Instructor University of Washington 
2003-2006 NSF Postdoctoral Fellow University of Washington 

Contributions 

Mentoring and supervision 
Post-docs: 5 at 100% (2011-2013, 2014-2017, 2018-2019, 2020-, 2022-), 1 at 50% (2013-2015) 
PhDs: 1 current (PUCCh), 2 graduated (U. Cat. de Chile y U de Concepción) 
Masters (UPMC Sorbonne Université): 3 Master-1 completed, 2 Master-2 completed 
Masters (U de Concepción): 1 graduated. 
16 undergrad students 

Publications 
53 peer-reviewed articles in WoS journals, 4 non-WoS, 3 commissioned reports.  

WoS: h-Index=24, 4460 total citations 
ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1858-1953 
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