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Scientific interests in a nutshell:  

Trans-disciplinary research within the Marine Environmental Sciences. Four major themes can be defined: 1) Marine and 
estuarine biodiversity; 2) ecosystem change with time; 3) human impact on the coastal zone; 4) seascape semiotics and 
diagnostics (characterization and evaluation). Specific topics deal for the great majority with marine benthos, and are marked by 
a main guideline that has been developing with time and that concerns the study of the complexity of ecological systems. The 
research of C.N. Bianchi has encompassed the “historical” period of the ecological sciences that saw the passage from the so-
called equilibrium ecology, dominating in the 1970s, to the ecology of change, that has become the dominant paradigm in the 
last decades. C.N. Bianchi has been one of the major Italian interpreters of this approach, which pays greater attention to the 
understanding of ecosystem variability at different space and time scales, rather than to the definition of their central tendency. 

Condensed research sentence: 

Bionomics, mapping and biogeography of the marine coastal environment. Benthic community structure, gradient analysis, 
bioconstruction, effects of climate change on marine ecosystems. Long-term ecological data. 
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