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Since I moved to ISPRA-Experimental Section for Ecological Risk
Assessment in Marine Coastal Areas located in Livorno, I have never stopped the
researches on the physiology and ecology of zooplanktonic organisms and to
collaborate with my colleagues from the SZN. In Livorno I promoted the new
Plankton Biology Laboratory in order to conduct research in the field of marine ecotoxicology using
marine planktonic organisms as a model. The cultivation of marine organisms has been one of the
priority for obtaining planktonic organisms to be used for practical and reproducible biological tests
and for standardizing protocols. My main interest is to evaluate the effects of emerging contaminants
(such as nanomaterials) on the development and reproduction of marine copepods and sea urchin
larvae, which in turn may have an impact on the productivity at sea. Now, it is time to investigate in
depth on the toxico-genomic effects induced by contaminants, which will help to understand the
impact on marine planktonic organisms.
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