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Simona Bussotti (PhD in Environmental Biology, University of Siena, Italy) is a marine biologist who 

combine her expertise in science with outreach and education, being strongly convinced about the 

need to create and empower the interactions between researchers and society, schools and young 

generations. In >25 years of activity (in Italy and France), she participated in several national and 

international marine conservation projects. The research that she has developed deals with several 

topics: spatial and temporal distribution patterns of Mediterranean rocky reef fish and benthic 

assemblages; ecology of marine caves; settlement and recruitment patterns of littoral fishes; 

effectiveness of marine protected areas (MPAs); assessments of small-scale fishery; tests to assess 

the effects of ocean literacy initiatives in middle and high schools. 
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