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Research interests 

My research interests are on phytoplankton-zooplankton interactions, chemical ecology, molecular 

biology and Next Generation Sequencing.  My activity focuses on the effects of algal info-

chemicals on prey-predator interactions and ecosystem functioning. I study the impact of diatom 

secondary metabolites (oxylipins), on grazing, reproduction, larval development and gene 

expression of copepods, and their role in copepod population dynamics at sea.  My research activity 

involves measurements of copepod life-history parameters (i.e. ingestion rates, egg production and 

viability, larval survivorship), quantitative gene expression analysis (RT-qPCR) and transcriptome 

sequencing. 

 

Education/Training/Professional experience 

Institute and Location Qualification 

 

Year Sector 

Stazione Zoologica Anton 

Dohrn 

Researcher 2010-now Plankton ecology; diatom-

copepod interaction 

National Scientific Habilitation  Assistant 

Professor (II 

Level) 

2014 Ecology (BIO 05/C1) 

Göteborg University, Sven 

Lovén Centre for Marine 

Sciences, Tjärnö (Svezia) 

Visitor scientist 2016 (1 week) Experimental workshop 

Göteborg University, Sven 

Lovén Centre for Marine 

Sciences, Kristineberg (Svezia) 

Visitor scientist 2011 (1 week) ASSEMBLE Transnational 

Access 

Station Biologique de Roscoff, 

Roscoff (Francia) 

Visitor scientist 2010 (1 week) ASSEMBLE Transnational 

Access 
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Stazione Zoologica Anton 

Dohrn 

Post-doc 2009-2010 

(6 months) 

Eco-physiology of diatom-

copepod interaction 

University of Bergen (Norway) Visitor scientist 2008 (1 week) 

2005 (2 months) 

Mesocosm experiments on 

phytoplankton-copepod 

interactions 

Oceanographic cruise on board 

of the vessel “URANIA” 

Scientist 2005 

(1 week) 

In-situ experiments of 

copepod feeding and 

reproduction 

Oceanographic cruise on board 

of the vessel “G. Dallaporta”  

Scientist 2004 (1 week) 

2006 (1 week) 

In-situ experiments of 

copepod feeding and 

reproduction 

Stazione Zoologica Anton 

Dohrn 

Contract 

researcher 

2003-2009 Eco-physiology of diatom-

copepod interaction 

Max Planck Institute for 

Limnology (Plön, Germany)  

Post-doc 

fellowship 

2002-2003 Freshwater diatoms-

cladocerans interactions: 

feeding and reproduction 

University of Messina (Italy) PhD 1998-2002 PhD in Environmental 

Sciences: Marine 

Environment and Resources 

University of Vigo (Spain) Visitor PhD 

student 

2001  

(2 months) 

Toxic algae-copepod 

interactions: reproduction 

Stazione Zoologica Anton 

Dohrn 

Training 1997-1998 

(1 year) 

Eco-physiology of diatom-

copepod interaction 

University ‘Federico II’ of 

Naples 

Master degree 1997 Biological Sciences 

 

 

 

Appointments and Awards 

2004. Winner of MARS (European Marine Research Stations Network) Travel Award for Young 

Scientists.  

2010. Award of the General Consulate of Germany in Naples, for acknowledging the effort in 

scientific cooperation between Germany and Italy in Marine Biology. 

 

 

Student Supervision  

Director of study of 2 Open University PhD student.  

Internal Supervisor of 1 OU PhD student. 

Supervisor of 2 non-UK MPhil students 

 

Google Scholar h-index: 18 

ISI Web Of Science h-index: 16 

Author of 36 publications on ISI-journals and 1 Book chapter 

 

List of publications of the last 10 years (2008-present): 

Peer-reviewed 
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