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Qualification 

1997-2000 Contract lecturer in Ecology 

2000-2004 Post-doc grant 

2004-2017 Researcher at the University of Sassari 

2014 scientific abilitation for Full professor in Ecology 
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TEACHING 

Several academic courses from 1997 until today:Analysis of ecological systems, 
Conservation biology, Ecology, Phytobenthos, Marine plant ecology, Analysis of ecological 



data, Statistics for ecology, Biology of marine plants and Marine ecology at the University 
of Sassari.  

Presently teaching Ecology (12 credits) for the Bachelor degree in Natural Science and 
Marine Biology and Ecology (10 credits) for the Master degree in Management of the 
Marine Environt. 

 

PUBLICATIONS  

Author of over 75 articles in Journals with IF 

 

SCIENTIFIC RESPONSABILITY 

-Tutor of four PhD students in Environmental Science (University of Sassari): 

S Pinna, V Gennusa, V Cusseddu, F Pinna 

-Co-tutor of one PhD student in Experimental Ecology (University of Pavia): 

S Caronni 

-Responsible of six Post-docs at the University of Sassari: 

S  Pinna, F Bulleri, D Agnetta, S Oliva, L Piazzi and A Pansini 

-Responsible of a Junior Researcher at the University of Sassari 

L Piazzi 

-Part of the PhD board in Architecture and Environment coordinated by Prof. Vincenzo 
Pascucci at the University of Sassari.  

-External evaluator of PhD dissertations of the Open University (London), University of 
Barcelona, University of Alicante, University of Melburne, National University of Ireland, 
University of Sydney and National University of Ireland (Galway, Ireland). 

ASSISTANCE IN EDITORIAL ACTIVITY  

Assistant Editor of Biological Invasions. 

Manuscript reviewer for: Aquatic Botany, Aquatic Invasions, Biological Invasions, Botanica 
marina, Cahiers de Biologie Marine, Chemistry and Ecology, Cryptogamie algologie, 
Ecology, Ecological Application, Estuarine Coastal and Shelf Science, Hydrobiologia, 
Journal Experimental Marine Biology and Ecology, Journal of Marine Biological Association 
UK, Limnology and Oceanography, Marine Biology, Marine Biology Research, Marine 
Ecology Progress Series, Marine Environmental Research, Marine Freshwater Research, 
Oceanologica acta, Oecologia, PLOS ONE and Scientia Marina.  

Reviewer for National Science Foundation (USA) and National Geographics for research 
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2019-2021: Project PRIN 2017MHHWBN “Marine Habitats restoration in a climate change-
impared Mediterranean Sea (MAHRES)" funded by MIUR". Responsible of research unit. 

2016-2018: Project Fondazione di Sardegna “The ecological impacts of multiple stressors 
in key coastal ecosystems (EIMS)”. Principal investigator. 

2012-2015: Project FIRB "Unveiling hidden relationships between biodiversity and 
ecosystem functioning in Mediterranean rocky reefs HI-BEF project". Participation. 

2012-2015: Project PRIN "Observing, modelling and TEsting synergies and TRade-offs for 
the adaptive management of multiple Impacts in coastal Systems (TETRIS) funded by 
MIUR". Responsible of research unit. 

2011-2014: Project coordinator of “Approccio integrato per la tutela, la gestione e la 
valorizzazione della risorsa riccio di mare in Sardegna” funded by Regione Autonoma della 
Sardegna CRP49692 (L7 Agosto 2007, n.7). Principal investigator. 

2010-2012: Project COREM "Cooperazione nelle reti ecologiche del Mediterraneo” Italia-
Francia Marittimo co-funded by UE. Participation.  

2009-2010: Project "Censimento, mappatura, valutazione e monitoraggio delle principali 
grotte sommerse dell’AMP di Capo Caccia – Isola Piana" funded by MPA di Capo Caccia – 
Isola Piana. Participation 

2009-2011: Project ZOUMGEST "Zone umide sistemi gestionali per integrare le attività 
antropiche e la tutela della natura” Italia-Francia Marittimo co-funded by UE. Participation. 

2008-2010: Project "Demography of Paracentrotus lividus in two benthic habitats" 
CTM2010-22273-C02 funded by the Juan de la Cierva program, Spain. Participation. 

2008-2010: Project “Studio degli ambienti di grotte marine sommerse (codice habitat 
8330) nelle Aree Marine Protette di Pelagie, Plemmirio e Capo Caccia” for CoNISMa funded 
by Ministero dell'Ambiente e della Tutela del Territorio e del Mare. Participation 

2007-2008: Project "Variabilità spaziale di popolamenti bentonici dell’infralitorale 
superficiale dell’Area Marina Protetta Penisola del Sinis – Isola di Mal di Ventre " funded by 
MPA Penisola del Sinis – Isola Mal di Ventre. Principal investigator 

2006-2008 Project "Valutazione degli stocks del riccio di mare (Paracentrotus lividus): 
dinamica di popolazione, reclutamento, valutazioni economiche, gestione sostenibile della 
risorsa” funded by Regione Autonoma della Sardegna. Participation. 

2003-2004: Project PIC INTERREG IIIA Sardegna /Corsica /Toscana “Valutazione 
sperimentale dell’effetto dell’ancoraggio su Posidonia oceanica”. Participation. 

2002-2004: Project "I riflessi territoriali di bordo sullo stato ambientale di sistemi lagunari” 
funded by MIUR (ex-COFIN). Participation. 

2001-2002: Project "Response of the slow growing seagrass Posidonia oceanica to 
simulated anchor impact" finanziato dalla PADI-Project AWARE Foundation. Project 
coordinator. 

2001-2003: Project CoNISMa for National project "Sistema Afrodite" (ICRAM) e "Venere" 
(CoNISMa) on Marine Protected Areas in Italy. Participation. 

 



ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 

-May 1995 course “Experimental design in biological experiments”, by Dr. AJ Underwood 
University of Evora (Portugal)  

- May 1997 course “Seagrass biology” by Dr. SL Williams, Friday Harbor Laboratories 
University of Washington  

- March 2000 course “Statistical analysis and interpretation of community ecology data, 
using PRIMER for windows (v5)” by Dr. KR Clarke and Dr. RM Warwick at the Centre for 
Coatal & Marine Sciences (Plymouth Marine Laboratory, UK)  

- September 2000 course “Design and analysis of ecological experiments: an advanced 
course”, by Dr. AJ Underwood and Dr. MG Chapman (University of Sydney) at University 
of Salento in Lecce. 

 

AWARDS  

2008: June- University of Sassari awards for 2005-2006 scientific productivity. 

2009: Regional award for scientific research (Art. 13, c. 2, della L.R. 7 agosto 2007, n. 7). 

2010: Best poster prize at the XIX Congress of the Gadio Group for Ecology (Italy). 

2011: Regional award for scientific research (Art. 13, c. 2, della L.R. 7 agosto 2007, n. 7). 

2012: March- University of Sassari awards for 2007-2010 scientific productivity. 

2013: Best poster prize at the XXIII Congress of the Italian Society of Ecology (SItE). 

2018: Best poster prize at the XXVIII Congress of the Italian Society of Ecology (SItE). 

MAIN RESEARCH INTERESTS 

1) Spread of marine introduced algae in the Mediterranean 

2) Protection effectiveness in Marine Protected Areas 

3) Mechanisms regulating the spatial distribution of sea urchins  

4) Effects of multiple stressors on resilient communities  

5) Natural and anthropic patterns of Coralligenous 

6) Mechanisms that regulate the community assembly rules of sand dune communities  

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Average Citations per article: 30.5 

Sum of times cited: 2257 

Hirsch Index (H index): 25 
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