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Staff member of the Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn from 1980-2021. Since July 2007 
Research Director in the Department of Biology and Evolution of Marine Organisms.  
 
Main research activities include: 
-Response of marine organisms to environmental factors. The effects of some 
environmental conditions (acidification, toxic bloom, microplastics) are examined on 
various marine organisms at different life phases by laboratory or field experiments. 
Oxidative and nitrosative parameters are followed, including redox state 
determination, production of antioxidant molecules, gene and protein expression, 
formation of nitric oxide and its signalling at gene and protein levels.  
-Purification and biological activity of marine natural products. Main focus is on 
ovothiol, a powerful antioxidant mainly present in marine invertebrates, bacteria, and 
microalgae. Its biological activity is currently investigated in sea urchins and diatoms.  

The research activity is documented by the publication of about 115 publications on ISI-journals, 7 book 
chapters and 2 patents.  
Scientometry: H index 37, total citations 4354 (11/2021). http://orcid.org/0000-0002-5972-5589.  
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