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Biosketch 

Decades of experience in the organization of basic University Courses of Zoology 

for Biological Sciences, and courses for Specialistic degrees (Marine Biology, 

Parasitology, Symbiosis, Community Ecology), and Magisterial English degrees 

(Coastal Marine Biology and Ecology), as well as courses within the Doctoral PhD 

in Ecology. Specialists of the group Annelida Polychaeta, she has worked on the 

program "Fauna of the Mediterranean sea worms" in collaboration with other 

experts, with whom he participated in the drafting of the check list of polychaetes 

of the Italian coast and is currently one of the worldwide recognized specialists in 

the taxonomy of the family Sabellidae, in which she have described XX species 

new to science. 
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Head of a team at the DiSTeBA (Department of Biological and Environmental 

Sciences and Technologies) University of Salento, collaborating with various 

Universities and Institutes National and international. Her research activity is 

developed around various aspects of Biodiversity: Taxonomy and Systematics, 

with investigations of Faunistic, Zoogeography and Phylogeny, conducted in the 

past primarily on morphological bases, but recently also with molecular tools. 

Biology of species, Reproduction and reconstruction of life-cycle, throughout 

rearing and breeding experiments. Ecology, dynamics of populations and biotic 

interactions, and Environmental Monitoring, evaluation of environmental quality, 

towards the potential use of marine invertebrates in the treatment of polluted 

waters (Bioremediation). Conservation and environmental impact. This expertise, 

have proven particularly useful in the study of issues related to the introduction of 

alien species, with special attention to  climate change. Within this latter issues she 

works also in collaboration with the colleague of the Stazione Zoologica, Gambi 

M.C. and Musco L. 

She has published over 100 ISI paper, for a totale of 4392 citations and a H index 

= 34 (based on  google-scholar profile, October 2017). She has also published two 

student books on Symbiosis and Evolution. 
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