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Academic Career 
From March 2021 MSCA Research Fellow, Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn Naples, Italy with Dr. M Ina Arnone. 
‘Microplastics: morphological and genetic developmental effects in a marine invertebrate’. 

From February 2021 Honorary Senior Lecturer. College of Life and Environmental Sciences. University of Exeter, 
UK. 

2017–2021 Postdoctoral research associate. College of Life and Environmental Sciences. University of Exeter, 
UK with Prof. Brendan Godley. ‘Effects of plastic contamination in the development of marine invertebrates’. 

2019 Visiting Researcher. Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn Naples, Italy. 

2010–2016 Postdoctoral research associate. EMBL/CRG Research Unit in Systems Biology, Center for 
Genomic Regulation, Spain with Dr. Johannes Jaeger. ‘The evolution of developmental gene regulatory networks’. 

2010 Visiting researcher. Molecular Biology Laboratory, Cambridge, UK.  

2007–2010 Beatriu de Pinós Postdoctoral research fellow. University Pompeu Fabra, DCEXS, Spain with Dr. 
Cristina Pujades. ‘Specification of rhombomeric boundaries and the evolution of gene families involved in the 
vertebrate hindbrain patterning’. 

2008 Visiting Researcher. Centro Andaluz de Biología del Desarrollo, Spain, 2008.  

2003-2007 BBSRC Postdoctoral research associate. University of Oxford, UK with Prof. Peter Holland. 
‘Myxozoan phylogeny and simplification of body plans’.  

2002 Visiting researcher. Institute of Cell, Animal and Population Biology, Ashworth laboratories, University of 
Edinburgh, UK.  

1998–2003 PhD in Biology (Genetics). University of Barcelona, Spain with Dr. Jordi Garcia-Fernandez and Dr. 
Emili Saló. ‘Hox and ParaHox genes in Acoela and Nemertodermatida: Evo-Devo approach to the origin of 
bilaterians’. (Dissertation defended July 2003).  

1994-1998 Biology degree. University of Barcelona, Spain. Specialization: Health Biology. Main subjects: 
Development, Developmental genetics, Embryology, Human genetics, Genetics, Molecular Genetics, Microbiology, 
Virology, Immunology, Parasitology 

 
Awards and Licenses 
2020: Marie Skłodowska-Curie Individual Fellowship (Awarded by European Comission) 

2019: ASSEMBLE Plus Transnational Access, Italy (Awarded by European Commission) 

2019: ASSEMBLE Plus Transnational Access, Poland (Awarded by European Commission) 

2019: ASSEMBLE Plus Transnational Access, Italy (Awarded by European Commission) 

2018: Ray Lankester Investigatorship (£4,900, Awarded by the Marine Biological Association) 

2014: CRG Research grant (Awarded by the Center for Genomic Regulation) 

2013: CRG Technology Transfer Projects, first prize "Improving whole organism biosensors" 

2008-2010: Beatriu de Pinós PostDoctoral Fellowship (Awarded by the Catalan Government) 

1999-2003: Research and Academic PhD Fellowship ( Awarded by the University of Barcelona) 

1997: Undergraduate Departmental Collaborative Fellowship (Awarded by the U. of Barcelona) 

2012: Catalan government recognition of teaching and research proven capacity (Acreditació AQU 
Professorat Lector i Col.laborador) 

2008: Official European license to work with research animals (Capacitació de personal investigador usuari 
dʼanimals dʼexperimentació) 

 
 



Teaching and Supervision  
2020-21: Lecturer: On-line Pyrenees field course, Second year field course, University of Exeter, UK. 

2020: Lecturer: Introduction to invertebrate Zoology, Biosciences degree. University of Exeter, UK. 

2018: Lecturer: Introduction to invertebrate Zoology, Biosciences degree. University of Exeter, UK. 

2018: Lecturer Approaches in Evolutionary and Behavioral Ecology, Post grad teaching, U. Exeter, UK. 

2018: Supervisor of 1 MSc by Research student investigating the effects of microplastic contamination on marine 
invertebrate embryos (U. Exeter). 

2001-2014: Project supervisor of 6 undergraduate students (U. Barcelona, U. Pompeu Fabra, CRG).  

2014-2016: Organiser and teacher of the Evolution and Biodiversity Summer School, for the program “Joves i 
Ciencia” (Fundacio Catalunya la Pedrera), Planes de Son, Spain. 

2009: Masters lecturer on Model organisms, Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain.  

2008-2010: Lecture on Evo-Devo, (Biomedical Degree), Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain. 

2008: Problem Based Learning teacher. Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain. 

1999-2003: Practicals teacher. Leading the practicals in the subjects Molecular Genetics, Comparative Embryology 
and Genetics and Molecular Biology of Development. U. of Barcelona, Spain. 
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